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Bethlehem opened Paradise, Come let us see. 
we found the hidden delight, come let us receive 
the gifts of paradise in the Cave. 
There a supernatural tree appeared which offers remission, 
in there was found a well not made by hands, 
from where David in olden times desired to drink. 
Therein is found the Maiden who gave birth to an Infant  
and immediately stopped the thirst of Adam and David. 
Therefore let us run to the Cave, let us run there where a 
New Child was born, the Timeless God. 

 (Oikos of St. Romanos the Melodist) 
 

December 2014 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 
Greetings in Christ! 
 
            December is very special for our parish since we celebrate the feastday of our Church, St. Nicholas on 
Friday December 5th at with Great Vespers at 7 PM with the Very Rev. Fr. Polycarp Rameas from Dormition 
of the Theotokos Church, in Oakmont, PA as our Guest Speaker.  God willing, we will also have the special 
blessing of hearing Mr. Peter Papadakos, a Protopsaltis of our Metropolis with some members of his choir 
joining our chanters. Great Vespers will be followed by a reception hosted by our Philoptochos and on Saturday 
December 6th we will celebrate Orthros at 8 AM and Divine Liturgy at 9 AM with Fr. Polycarp as the guest 
speaker! After the Divine Liturgy you are all invited to a luncheon hosted by our Parish Council.    
As we prepare for the feast of the Nativity of our Lord we are urged to fast, pray, give charity, go to confession, 
and attend as many of the daily Divine Liturgies as we can. Let us avail ourselves of the many opportunities given 
us for spiritual growth. Our weekly Bible Studies, Moms & Tots, JOY, GOYA, YAL, and Youth Groups, our daily 
Liturgies, our Thursday night Supplication Services, and the Saturday night Vespers.  
This year on Wednesday December 24th  we will be celebrating Orthros at 8 AM, Great Hours at 9 AM, and 
Divine Liturgy for (St Eugenia) at 10 AM and then Christmas Vespers at 10 PM and Christmas Orthros and 
Liturgy beginning at 11 PM, Wednesday night. On Thursday December 25th.  Christmas Orthros and 
Liturgy will be held again at 8 AM on Thursday December 25th. Parishioners are asked to receive the sacrament 
of Holy Confession so as to prepare the manger of their souls for Christ.  
The articles in this bulletin are translated from the “Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine” with the following titles: “Saint 
Eustratios, Saint Auxentius, Saint Eugenios, Saint Mardarios, Saint Orestes by Archimandrite Ananias 
Koustenis and “The Word Became Flesh” by Saint Justyn Popovich. 
I pray that we will all receive the Newborn Christ in our souls and that will have a blessed, joyous, and peaceful 
Nativity and New Year. 
 

In Christ’s love, 
 

 +Fr. Nicholas Palis 
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Saint Spyridon the miracle worker 
By Protopresbyter Spyridon Papadopoulos 

 

 Among the multitude of saints who lived in Cyprus, Saint Spyridon, the Bishop of Trymithous, 

of course, has a distinct place.  His virtuous life, the various gifts which God gave him and particularly 

the gift of miracle working, his decisive contribution to the First Ecumenical Synod and his incorrupt 

holy relic, imposed him the conscience of the pleroma of the Orthodox Church. 

 He was born around 270 AD in the village Askia (Assia) of Cyprus of simple and virtuous 

parents.  Imitating the blessed Patriarch Jacob he became a shepherd.  He followed the married life 

having children (we know his daughter Saint Irene) and chastely lived the family life. 

 His character was meek and he liked the quiet life.  Shepherding his flock, he frequented 

deserted places, where he undistractedly prayed and studied the word of God.  His longing was to 

obtain perfect love for God and man and in this, he exercised and constantly cultivated himself.  So for 

this reason, he was proven excessively “brother-loving and philanthropic and hospitable” to everyone 

both wicked and good, full of love and welcoming. “he hastened with all his strength to not deprive 

anyone passing by of such hospitality”.  In other words, he made the Apostle Paul’s exhortation, his 

lifestyle: “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 

hospitality to angels without knowing it” (Heb. 13:2). In the Orthodox tradition it is stressed that 

philanthropy is particularly pleasing to God, since He Himself is also Philanthropic.  So for this reason, 

Saint John Chrysostom characteristically says: “This is that, in which we are able to resemble God “to 

have mercy and to be compassionate”. 

 With all of his ascetic life and conduct, he was cleansed of the passions and became a vessel of 

virtues and the vessel of the Holy Spirit reaching to heights of holiness.  His biographer, the Bishop of 

Paphos Theodore (655 AD) notes relatedly: “he had defeated gluttony with temperance, fornication 

with prayer and chanting, greed with self sufficiency, wrath with much calmness, vainglory with 

humble-mindedness.” 

 His life truly shone with the Grace of the Holy Spirit which “dwelt and walked in him.” So he 

was shown forth a doctor of souls and bodies.  He was ordained a Priest and later on after the 

premature death of his wife and with a divine vote, we could say, he became the first Bishop of 

Trymithous.  His holiness was so great that when he liturgized, his spirit would be grabbed up to the 

throne of God, receiving notification that the petitions for the sake of the people were accepted.  

Furthermore, as his dismissal hymn mentions, he would be altered when he would concelebrate with 

the angels. 

 The shepherd of the sheep now pastors the rational sheep of the Lord “doing signs and 

wonders”.  It is worth the toil for us to mention even epigrammatically a few of his characteristic 

miracles, which are simultaneously also didactic: - with his prayer he loosened a drought which was 

chastising Cyprus.  Also with his prayer a torrential rain fell which tore down the storage bin of an 

uncompassionate rich man.  His wheat and other products were scattered in the streets, and the poor 

were taking them.  He altered a snake into a gold piece of jewelry, in order to help a poor person. He 

revealed to a woman, her sinful life.  He spoke to his stepdaughter Irene (in the tomb) and she 

answered.  He healed the Emperor Constantius, while the gold which he gave him out of gratitude he 
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distributed to the poor. He resurrected a dead child and subsequently his mother.  An invisible power 

kept thieves stuck who went to steal animals from his penfold.  

 However his intervention in the First Ecumenical Synod remained particularly famous.  When 

the discussions, mainly of Athanasius the Great and the other fathers with Arius the philosopher did 

not bring results, then with divine illumination, the simplistic Bishop of Trymithous spoke with simple 

and convincing words.  Before the enlightened intervention, the philosopher remained speechless, he 

admitted that he was not able to say anything and converted to the Orthodox faith. The Cypriot 

tradition associated this event and miracle with the clay shard. 

 Indicative of how much Saint Spyridon pleased God is that which the Bishop of Paphos 

Theodore mentions: “a certain pilgrim related to him that once he ended up among holy Bishops and 

discussing spiritual matters and about the holiness of Spyridon.  Then the Grace of God visited him and 

taught him the way in which the Saint obtained so much grace and holiness.  The manner was that he 

faithfully implemented the word of Christ in his life: “Amen, I say to you, if you do not turn and 

become as this child, you shall not enter into the kingdom of the heavens”.  In other words, his 

simplicity, guilelessness and humility”. 

 God also glorified our Saint preserving his body incorrupt. His holy relic was transported from 

Cyprus at the end of the 7th century to Constantinople and in 1460 to Corfu.  May the miracle working 

Saint Spyridon be our aid. 

 

Apolytikion of Spyridon the Wonderworker in the First Tone 

 

O Father, God-bearer, Spyridon, you were proven a champion and Wonder Worker of the First 

Ecumenical Council. You spoke to the girl in the grave and turned the serpent to gold. And, when 

chanting your prayers, most sacred One, angels ministered with you. Glory to Him who glorified you; 

glory to Him who crowned you; glory to Him who, through you, works healing for all. 

 

(Translated from Paraclesi Magazine of the Metropolis of Limassol, Cyprus, Vol. 75, Nov.-Dec. 2013. 

Pp. 8-9.) 

 (From the book 35 Pastoral Epistles, Ypakoe Publications. Translated from the Peiraike Ecclesia 

Magazine, Nov. 2013 Vol. p. 6-7. 
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SAINT NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2014 
1. OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS 

- Father Nicholas Palis opened the meeting with a prayer, and shared with the council the life of St. Ignatios, 
Father Alexandros Petrides also shared a video about Philotimo. 
2. REPORT OF PRIEST  
Father Alexandros Petrides reports that Background checks have begun on all Saint Nicholas employees and 
volunteers.  Father further asks who will be responsible for the financial burden of all the checks.  Bill Argeros makes 
a motion to have the church pay for the background checks, the motion is second by George Mouhlas and the motion 
passes unanimously. 
Father Alexandros Petrides gave a recap of all the church organizations: 

i.TOTS are a very active group with many gatherings planned. 
ii. MOM (Martha or Mary) is a new group lead by Presyvtera Stephanie Petrides and will focus on getting all of the 

moms of this parish together to discuss many matters concerning mothers. 
iii.JOY/HOPE and GOYA are all using a new app called the remind app where all interested members or parents receive 

a text reminder of an event 2 days prior to the event. 
iv.OCF is meeting regularly with Father Alexandros.  Father expresses the need to have funds dispersed so that 

refreshments are able to be provided for the college students.  Father is informed that there are funds available in the 
youth fund for him to use.   
Father Nicholas Palis reports that the JOY is holding a bible study currently comprised of about 20 children and that 
the study is enjoyed by all participants. 
Father Nicholas Palis reports that the Greek School will have an OXI Day celebration on Monday October 27 at 5:30 
pm. 
3. ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 
- Absent: Ted Evangelou, Joel Garcia  
4. Present:  Father Nicholas Palis, Father Alexandros Petrides, Manny Economedes, George Mouhlas, Tom 
Gentis, William Argeros, Kosta Hristofas, Dionysios Pappas, Stanley M. Vasiliadis, Dimitri Economou, George 
Lioudis, Peter Dectis, Manny Tatalias, Valante Fliakos, Charalambos Marangos  
4. MEETING MINUTES 
- The Minutes for the September Council Meeting were tabled for review and discussion until the next council meeting. 
5. TREASURER’S REPORT 
- Kostas Hristofas reports that the total income for the time period between September 1, 2014 and September 31, 2014 
totaled:  $202,664.67. Additionally, Kosta Hristofas reported that the expenses for the same time period totaled:  
$107,725.83.  Net Income totaled:  $94,938.94. 
- Dionysios Pappas raises concerns about what types of projects and funds should be drawn from the building fund as 
opposed to the general operating fund and requests that clarifications be made to the account. 
- Kosta Hristofas reports that preliminary numbers show that the festival was a success and that final numbers should 
be ready soon. 
- Bill Argeros makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was seconded by George 
Lioudis.  The motion passed unanimously. 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
- Stewardship 

i.Manny Economedes reports that there will be a Stewardship meeting on October 22, 2014 at 7:30 to discuss host 
parties, presentation protocol and goals for year end. 
- Education 

i.Academy 
 Manny Economedes reports that the Academy is ready to install one of the smartboards in one of the classrooms on a 
trial basis. 
Manny Economedes distributes P&L statement from the academy that shows their growth throughout the years.   
Manny Economedes reports that the Acadamy has adopted sanitation procedures to disinfect the church and prevent 
the spread of Enterovirus.                                                                                                                                          Manny 
Economedes reports that the playground is almost completed.  The only task that remains is placing a surface coating 
over the damaged concrete slab.   
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Manny Economedes reports that a new Academy website is in the works and that the new site will incorporate a new 
concept.     
- Building and Grounds 

i. Fire Alarm System 
Manny Economedes reports a low bid of $18,800.00 for the upgrade of the Fire Alarm System from Star Security.  
Manny further states that all funds for this project are available from the Trust fund.  Bill Argeros makes a motion to 
approve the bid from Star Securities.  Kosta Hristofas seconds the motion.  The motion passes unanimously. 

ii. Liberty Power  
Manny Economedes reports that a new agreement has been reached with Liberty Power which in turn will provide 
lower rates for the church. 

iii. Copier 
Manny Economedes reports that there are numerous issues with our copy machine and that the current vendor has 
failed on multiple occasions to address the issues in a timely or satisfactory manner.  He therefore suggests getting a 
committee together comprised of the people who use the copy machine the most and to look into breaking our 
agreemet with our current vendor. 

iv. Computer 
Manny Economedes reports that East Penn Buisness has presented a proposal for professional installation of a public 
and private Wifi system throughout the church.  Donations have already been received for the installation costs of the 
project and that the church would be responsible for the cost of the equipment.  George Lioudis makes a motion to 
spend $1,300 for the cost of the equipment.  The motion is seconded by Bill Argeros.  Motion passes unanimously. 
- Festival 
A Festival appreciation luncheon will be held for the parish on Sunday November 9th to thank all the parishoners for 
all their hard work and dedication during this years festival. 
A festival planning meeting has been suggested and no meeting date has been set. 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
Updated Parish By-Laws 
Manny Economedes reports that By Law changes will be presented at the November General Assembly for the 
Parish’s review.  The Parish will then have a chance to make any revisions and changes at the February General 
Assembly and will then vote on approving the changes. 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
Manny Economedes reports that Valante Fliakos will work with both Father Nicholas and Father Alexandros on a 
more affordable cell phone plan for both priests.  
2016 will mark the Centennial celebration of our church.  Preliminary plans are in place to invite the Archbishop for an 
event to be planned.  Dates were discussed and either the feastday or the day the church was consecrated were listed as 
potential dates. 
Manny Economedes reports that he would like to work with both the Easton Parish and Stroudsburgh parish about 
holding a joint New Years Eve celebration.   
Bill Argeros expresses concern over the condition of the Dome and that no action has been taken on fixing it.  Peter 
Dectis and Tom Gentis will look into its condition and the tasks at hand into getting this task completed. 
Bill Argeros mentions that he has had a discussion with the President of the Easton Parish Council and they would like 
to know if our parish has any interest in getting involved with a joint venture on their plans to build a community 
center.  The council felt that it was in no position at this time to be taking on the enormous task of developing a 
community center. 
Motion to Adjourn by Bill Argeros seconded by Valante Fliakos.  Motion passed unanimously.  Father 
Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted: 

Rev. Nicholas Palis  Tom Gentis Emmanuel Economedes 

Dean Secretary Parish Council President 

† Father Nicholas Palis           Tom Gentis              Emmanuel Economedes                 
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Saint Eustratios, Saint Auxentius, Saint Eugenios, Saint Mardarios, 

Saint Orestes 

 

By Archimandrite Ananias Koustenis 

 

 On the 13th and December we are now doing the Winter Synaxari, the holy great martyr 

Eustratius and those with him four other martyrs celebrate. Auxentius, Eugenios, Mardarios and 

Orestes.  You will say why are you telling them to us?  And each one has a distinct grace.  And merely 

his name, which we’re saying, fills our mouth and our soul rejoices.  And the Saint rejoices, and what 

does he do?  He tells our own thing to God.  All these five martyrs lived, shone and contested in the 

years of Diocletian.  At the end of the third century and the beginning of the fourth.  There in Armenia.  

Which was then Helleno-Roman and blossoming. Saint Eustratios was a Christian mystic. A crypto 

Christian.  With a great state position.  One of the greatest orators and philosophers of that age.  He 

knew many letters, but, the most important thing was that he had a wonderful ethos. He wanted to be a 

martyr, but the saint feared, that maybe he would not endure and would betray Christ and make things 

worse.  What souls!  And God revealed to him, through the priest Auxentios, there in Sebastia, the 

capital of Armenia, and he took courage and went to the eparch Lysias and confessed his faith. The 

eparch was startled.  He did not expect Eustratios to be a Christian.  This great, wise, capable, and 

wonderful person.  He tried to change him, to change his mind, he, no.  And then the great and harsh 

tortures began.  And when we merely read them, we suffer.  How much, moreso to undergo them, in 

the worst manner.  He endured, they cut him to pieces and our Christ made him again completely 

healthy.  

 And there among them was also a young fellow, named Eugenios. And seeing the majesties of 

the saint and the cure which Christ did to him, he says: “I also am a Christian.” So they also bound him, 

and they also took Eustratios, and Lysias began fearing him, and they took him to Nikopolis of 

Armenia. They put shoes, sandals on him, with nails inside, and they were dragging him towards there. 

Eugenios and the priest Auxentius also, who told him to go martyr. On the way, as they were going 

with the bound and tortured Saint Eustratios, a man who didn’t seem impressive, named Mardarius, 

seeing the saint suffering, was very shaken. And he says: “I, what am I doing? I’m sitting here and 

twiddling my thumbs and spending my time thus.” And he tells his wife: “What should I do? Should I 

also go, my child, to martyr.” And she was blessed. And she says: “Go Mardarius.” “Where should I 

leave my children, you?” “To Christ, for Whom you will martyr. And don’t fear.” What people were 

these! And so they took Mardarius, bound, and they arrived at Nikopolis of Armenia.  There Lysias the 

eparch, he was fearful and inhuman, called Auxentius, the priest, he was the head of things, and he 

asked him to change.  “I,” he says, “won’t change.  Do whatever you want. My Christ will help me unto 

the end.”  He submitted him to harsh tortures, for your eyes to see, and he cut his head at the end, since 

he was unyielding.  And subsequently he called Mardarius, that villager, who met the martyrs on the 

way, and he also went and was numbered with them. He also suffered the hardships and the tortures 

and in the end they cut him almost to pieces and beheaded him.  The turn of the young Eugenios came 

and he, then, amidst unbearable hardships and tortures, handed over his spirit to Christ, being 

beheaded, in the end.  
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 You tell me now, am I telling you that these things for you to forget them?  No. We’re saying 

these things thus, in order to honor the saints. These dear souls gave everything for Christ. They 

suffered. They were tortured most harshly. With the grace of God they were victorious, but also their 

own participation in the martyrdom was very great. They were hurting, and with the grace of the Lord, 

they endured the fearful pains.  So for this reason we’re saying them.  Because these are the trophies of 

the saints.  Their distinctions.  And with these they will appear at the Second Coming. With cut heads in 

their hands and with wounds and with sufferings and they will say: “My Christ, You died on Golgotha 

for us, and we did whatever we could for You”. This is very moving! This is love. This is a relationship. 

This is martyrdom, it is sacrifice. It is beauty and understanding of Christ’s sacrifice, Who was sacrificed 

for us. And when we follow Him and sacrifice ourselves, we go together with Him to Paradise. God will 

place all the martyrs and all those who were mistreated and are hurting of the world with His Son in 

Paradise. Let’s not forget this. So Saint Eugenios also goes and afterwards Lysias went to train his army. 

And as they were doing training exercises, they did the spear throwing and among there also was a 

soldier whom your eye wouldn’t notice. Orestes. Just think. All these are Greek names. Thanks to 

Alexander the Great and not only. On account of his successors and of Christianity. How important! 

The language, the Greek language of the gospel. The language of God, the language of Paradise, 

according to a certain Russian saint of our age. And there, as he was throwing the spear, his shirt lifted 

up a bit and the cross appeared, which he was wearing. They were secret Christians. 

CryptoChristianity. […] So. And there he saw Oreste’s cross. “What are you?” he says. “I am a 

Christian.” “Oh, my what happened to me now?” he says. “I keep falling upon Christians, continually? 

Are the Christians everywhere? How do they enter in? How does your Christ enter in? Where does He 

find you and where do you find Him?” It’s a question. […] What should he do now? How should he 

judge them? “What should I do? I will take them to Sebasteia”. There was the capital of Armenia. He 

returned again. Together with Eustratios. He feared Eustratios. He tells you: “Let me find them to take 

them to Agricola.” He was the administrator of the whole area. Of all of Armenia. He was the eparch, of 

an area, an eparchy. So Agricola. Why did he fear Saint Eustratios, as we said? Because he could, with 

his wisdom, with his arguments, pin him to the wall. And furthermore, with the miracles he was doing, 

he tells you: “For him to do some miracle to make them all Christians.  And what do we do afterwards?  

We can’t respond in a useless manner?” 

 So he binds them, of course, and takes them to Agricola. He interrogated them, he struck them, 

and furthermore Saint Eustratios, after he separated them, After he struck Saint Eustratios quite 

mercilessly, without pity, in other words, he locked him in prison. And at night, the Bishop of Sebasteia 

went and saw Saint Eustratios. Vlasios. Saint Vlasios. And we all know him. The miracle worker. If your 

neck hurts you, if you have an issue of ingestion, if you have whatsoever else, beseech, or if you eat 

some bone and this, ask Saint Vlasios, he is for the necks. And he was a doctor. He is also among the 

Holy Unmercenaries. So he went there, he communed him, this is the solidarity and this is the love of 

Christ and the sacrifice. Saint Eustratios also gave him his will and the next day, Agricola first called 

Orestes, and when he had made a grill, he had fired it up, and on this he ordered that they lie Saint 

Orestes. And what did that dear soul do? He cowered. Eustratios goes near him and says: “Well, here. 

We will reach up to the end.” “A brother helped by a brother is as a strong and fortified city.” And so, 

upon the grill, he handed over his spirit. And Saint Eustratios, after he tortured him much more, he 

threw him in a furnace, which he had fired up so much, that it was dreadful.  How many degrees had 
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this risen, it’s temperature? And in there, the dear soul, Saint Eustratios, the greatmartyr handed over 

his spirit into the hands of Christ. Since he led so many other martyrs to Christ. 

 And in the most recent years, there in the island of Lesvos, there is a little chapel far off, of the 

saint. Of the saints. And the priest had gone, from the evening before, like tonight to liturgize. And he 

stayed there, to do the next day also the Divine Liturgy, he only did vespers, he would wait for people. 

But it snowed so much, that no one could go. And so he began the matins, he entered the Divine 

Liturgy, and then what does he see? Five young men taking the seats. Three on the one side and two on 

the other and they were chanting. And they  reached the time of the Koinonikon and then, instead of a 

sermon, in olden times, what did they read? The Synaxari, the Life of the Saints. [….] So Saint Orestes 

was reading the Life and he reached to himself and the book says, when they went to place him on the 

grill, he cowered. [edeiliase in Greek]. And the saint, what did he read? This hurt him. “He smiled. 

[Emeidiase in Greek]. No one wants to be down. To be weak. What did Saint Orestes read? 

“Emeidiase”. [i.e. He smiled}. The other saint tells him. It says [Edeiliase] He cowered. Since you did it. 

“No,” he says, “Emeidiase” He smiled. You see, man can’t endure the insult. Even the saint. He has a 

difficult time. Because man was made in honor. Do you know how much dishonor corrupts him? How 

much it ruins him? So for this reason the greatest dishonor is sin. Nothing else. It is this. The dear soul 

didn’t endure and he was saying [“Emeidiase”] He smiled. And the saints were about to have an 

argument and they all disappeared. They went to heaven. For the priest to also understand who they 

were. They were the saints! The saints went and chanted for the priest. They chanted for the Divine 

Liturgy.  How beautiful it was! The priest remembered this for many days. For a long time. And at the 

end of the liturgy the people came through the snow and he told them this narration, he communed 

them, they were joyful and they were all crying. The saints were there! The saints come! Both in the 

liturgy and in the service, in many ways. They come! They see us. They love us. They intercede for us. 

They keep us company. From them we are saved. With so many hardships how do we stand, the poor 

things?   

 

(Translated from the “Peiraike Magazine”, December 2013, Vol. 254,  pp. 10- 11.)   
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December 2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1  
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 
7 PM Bible Study 

2 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 

6 PM OCF 

3 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 

7 PM Vespers 

7:30 PM Parish Council 

Seminar 

4 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Barbara) 
9 AM Senior Citizen 

Trip to Taylor, PA 

6 PM Vespers 

7 PM Orthodox Study 

5 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Savvas) 

7 PM Great Vespers 

8 PM Reception  

 

6  
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
     (St. Nicholas) 

11:00 AM Feast Day 

Luncheon 

7 PM Great Vespers 

 

7  
7:15 AM Orthros 

8:30 AM D. Liturgy 

9:45 AM Sun. School 

10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

Parish Council Elections 

 

8 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
11 AM Paraclesis 

12 PM Eastern Region 

Senior Christmas Party 
4:45 PM Greek School 

7 PM Bible Study 

9 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Anna) 

4 PM Parish Council 

Meeting at Holy 

Protection Monastery 

10 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

5:00 PM Academy Exec 

5:30 PM Advisory 

Board 

6:30 PM PTO  

11 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 

6 PM Vespers 

 

 

 

12 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. Spyridon) 
6PM Family Event -  

Gingerbread Houses  

11 PM Orthros 

12 AM Liturgy  
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7 PM Great Vespers 

 

14  
7:15 AM Orthros 

8:30 AM D. Liturgy 

9:45 AM Sun. School 

10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 

15 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
4:45 PM Greek School 

7 PM Bible Study 

16 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 

17 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

(St. Dionysios of 

Zakynthos) 

 

18 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 

6 PM Paraclesis 

19 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

 

11 PM Orthros 

12 AM Liturgy  

 

20 
 
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

21  
7:45 AM Orthros 
9:00 AM Div. Liturgy 
10:30 AM Sun. School 
11:00 AM Christmas 
Program 
 

 

22 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
7 PM Bible Study 

23 
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 

24  
8 AM Orthros 
9 AM Great Hours   

10 AM Liturgy  (St 

Eugenia) 

10 PM Vespers 

11 PM Orthros 

12 AM Liturgy  

 

25 

8 AM Orthros 
9 AM Div. Liturgy 
(Christmas) 

 
 

26  
8 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
(Synaxis of Theotokos) 
12:00 PM Christmation-
Wedding 
3:00 PM Wedding 

27 8 AM 

Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. Steven Protomartyr) 

4 PM Wedding 

7 PM Great Vespers 

 

28 7:15 AM Orthros 

8:30 AM D. Liturgy 

9:45 AM Sun. School 

10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 5:30 PM JOY Synaxis 

7:00  PM GOYA 

Christmas Party 

  

29 30 31 
 

 

6 PΜ Vespers 

7 PM New Year’s Eve 

Dance  

 

   

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=354
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The Word Became Flesh 
By Saint Justyn Popovich 

 

On the day of Christmas the Word became flesh (John 1:14). This is the first and the greatest 

joyous announcement, the greatest “gospel”, which God could possibly give man and heaven to earth.  

If you wish, the whole Gospel of heaven and of earth is comprised of four words: “the Word became 

flesh”.  Outside of this and without this, another annunciation does not exist for man, neither in this nor 

in the other world. 

 Here is everything, which is eternally necessary for human existence in all worlds.  The unique 

joyous message about matter in all its forms.  From the harshest and thickest matter of the adamant, 

down to the finest and unseen of the electron and the photon.  “The Word became flesh”.  This means 

that the Word became Godflesh, so that neither God ceases being God, no flesh being flesh.  Only that 

the flesh in its mystical but real union with God lives and radiates all the perfections of God.  “The 

Word became flesh” means: the Word became soul, God-soul, but despite this, God remains God and 

the soul, soul. Only that the soul walks in the streets of the eternal and joyous mysteries of God in all 

visible and invisible worlds. 

 “The Word became flesh”, means this also: the Word became sense, God-sense. Nevertheless, 

God does not cease being God, even though he became human sense, whereas again the sense remains 

human sense.  With a difference that the sense lives all the divine infinity as its own.  “The Word 

became flesh”, means even this also: the Word became creation, God – creation, “the one becomes, the 

uncreated is created, the uncontainable one is contained” (Saint Gregory the Theologian, Homily 45, 9 

PG 36, 633-6).  With this the nature of God does not lose its divine qualities, just as the nature of creation 

also does not lose its created qualities.  Only that the creature passes through wondrous 

transfigurations, which lead it from glory to glory.  

 “The Word became flesh”, finally, means: the Word became man, fully man, Godman.  

Nevertheless, God remains in His boundaries and man in his own, even though he is very closely 

united, indivisibly and inseparately.  Only that man adopts all the ineffable perfections of God and 

obtains the divine eternity and the divine glory, he becomes “like unto god”, according to the 

expression of the Holy Fathers.  God the Word became man in order to bring man back to his archetype, 

to his Creator, because man was created in the beginning through God the Word having the character of 

the Divine Word (Gen. 1:26-27.  John 1:9.  Col. 3:10). 

God the Word became flesh in order to bring back the flesh to its original logonost, because 

everything that was made was made through God the Word (John 1:3, Col. 1:16).  Because God the 

Word is the creator of all creation, He is also the foundation of the whole worldly edifice (see St. 

Maximus, PG 91, 668 and 1308-9). 

Sin and evil comprise the tragic and irrational attempt of man to cast God the Word far from the 

foundations of the universe.  God the Word was incarnated in order to bring creation back to the 

Creator, because He is its first foundation and its basis.  So for this reason the divine Apostle Paul justly 

evangelizes that the Godman Christ comprises the unique unbreakable and eternal foundation and that 

“no other foundation is able to be placed other than the one that is placed” (1 Cor. 3:11).  

Whoever founds and constructs upon this unbreakable and unshakable Rock of the universe is a 

“prudent man”, his personality has been logofied, it has in other words, been united with all the eternal 
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qualities of God the Word, so for this reason he also remains unshakable in all the storms and 

windstorms of human earthquakes and of chaos (see Mt. 5:24 - 25.  Rom. 8: 35-39). 

With His incarnation God the Word showed that the Divine Word is the essence of our nature, 

the foundation of our human existence, the basis of our human life and existence. 

Our descent is from God, so for this reason also our being and our life and our existence depend 

completely on God (see Acts 17: 28.  Col. 3:1-4).  Truly, according to its archetype and according to its 

innermost essence, all creation is from the Word and through the Word (Col.  1:16-17).  In Him, through 

Him and in Him everything is brought back to its rational (logosni) descent and existence. To their 

primordial holiness and beauty and strength.  To that “let it be made” and “it was made”.  To their own 

paradise because in the Word lies paradise, whereas outside of logicality, hell. […] Because of all these 

things the day of the Birth of God the Word in the flesh - Christmas -is a wondrous feast both for its 

majesty and for its mystery and for its meaning. 

Celebrating Christmas, essentially we confess and glorify the unique true meaning and reason of 

human existence, of the human spirit, of human thought, of human sense, of human life. Because on the 

day of the Birth of the Lord “the light of knowledge dawned to the world” of divine meaning, and filled 

the whole world down to its ends, and revealed to us the eternal meaning and the reason of this world 

and of man in the world. 

In the Birth of Christ the revelation and the meaning both of the mystery of man was given to us, 

as well as of the mystery of heaven and of the earth.  So for this reason man is beloved to us: because he 

belongs to God the Word and, on this account, he is logical.  But the soul of man is beloved to us also, 

because this also belongs to the Word and, for this reason it is logical.  And the thought of man is 

beloved to us, because it belongs to the Word and, for this reason the sense of man is logical also, 

because it belongs to the Word and, for this reason it is also  logical.  According to the same manner, the 

life of man also, because it is the Word’s, and so for this reason, logical.  Even the world is beloved to us 

because it belongs furthermore it is God the Word’s, and so for this reason, it also is logical.  As well as 

heaven, because it also is of the Word, and for this reason logical. 

With the birth of God in the body, all of God, all the Truth of God, all the Righteousness of God, 

all the Love of God, all the Goodness of God, all the Mercy of God was born in this world.  So for this 

reason, everyone who is hungering and thirsting for God and His Righteousness, in their spiritual 

elevation and their infinite joy, greet all beings and all creation with a Christmas greeting: Christ is 

born!  Whereas from the Christ-nostalgic depths of beings and of creation, the moving answer resounds: 

Truly He was born!  

 

(Translated from the “Peiraike Magazine”, December 2013, Vol. 254,  pp 
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PARISH NEWS  /  UPCOMING EVENTS 

We have started the 2 Liturgies Format on Sundays except major feasts  as follows:  

                              Orthros, 7:15am,  Liturgy 1 (Greek), 8:30am 

                             Sunday School, 9:45am,  Liturgy 2 (English), 10:15am 

SENIOR CITIZENS: ATTENTION: we will meet again in January  11, 2015.. Senior Citizens meetings are on the 

second  Monday of each Month 12:00  pm in  Cambanes Ηall.  Everyone one is welcome ages 50 and over.  

FROM THE ICONOGRAPHY COMMITTEE: It's not too late! Please contact Fr. Palis or Steve Kandianis if you are 

interested in sponsoring one of the following icons soon to be placed in the Narthex: St. Porphyrios of 

Kavsokalyvia, St. George Karslides, St. Nicholas Planas, St. Panagis Basias, St. Moses the Ethiopean..  

PANHELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION OFFERED TO THE NATION’S BEST AND BRIGHTEST GREEK-

AMERICAN STUDENTS to distinguished students and welcome them to our Honors Society. $250,000.00 

will be offered in scholarships.  If you are an exemplary Greek American student that is pursuing an 

undergraduate degree, these awards are available to you. The application deadline is January 31, 

2015.Please visit www. panhellenicscholarships.org for more information and to download a copy of 

the application. Tel: (312) 357-6432).  

SOCIAL MATTERS AND SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

BIRTHS 

BAPTISMS 

DEPARTURES 

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Mary Englezos. who reposed in the Lord on October 27th.  

May God rest her soul and grant comfort to her family.  

Our Sincere Condolences to the families of Petros and Lambros Axiotis for their brother Stelios Axiotis 

who reposed in the Lord in Greece recently.  May God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family.  

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Panagioti Skyriotis who reposed in the Lord recently.  May 

God rest his soul and grant comfort to his family. 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: For the upcoming elections on December 7th the following parishioners are 

the candidates for replacing the parish council members whose term is expiring: Dimitri Economou, 

Nick Kapsalis, George Lioudis, Charalambos Marangos Emmanuel Tatalias, and John Zannakis. 

HOME CHAPTER #65, ORDER OF AHEPA, OF BETHLEHEM is having their Annual family 

Christmas Party on Saturday Dec.13, 2014 at St, Nicholas Church  Cambanes Hall, at 4:30 PM. Ahepa 

members and guests are welcome.  For further information contact Bill Kandianis at 610-691-8234.         
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CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR’S & EPIPHANY  
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Wednesday  Dec. 24th,      8:00 AM Orthros 
                                            9:00 AM Great Hours 
                                               10:00 AM Liturgy (St. Eugenia) 
    10:00 PM Great Vespers 
                          11:00 PM Orthros 
                                                12:00 AM  Divine Liturgy (Christmas) 
Thursday,  Dec. 25th,  8:00  AM Orthros  
                                             9:00  AM Divine Liturgy (Christmas) 
Friday,  Dec. 26th         8:00 AM Orthros   
                                              9:00 AM Divine Liturgy (Synaxis of the Theotokos) 
Saturday,  Dec. 27th       8:00 AM Orthros   
                                             9:00  AM Divine Liturgy  (St. Stephen the Protomartyr) 

      7:00  PM Great Vespers 
Sunday  Dec. 28        7:15  AM Orthros 
                                             8:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Greek) 
                                             10:00 AM Divine Liturgy (English) 
                                           
 
NEW YEAR’S SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Wednesday  Dec. 31           6:00 PM Vespers of St. Basil 
                                             7:00 PM New Year’s Eve Dance 
                                            12:00 AM Doxology for the New Year. 
Wednesday  Jan. 1           8:00 AM Orthros   

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy of St. Basil   (St. Basil & Circumcision  of the Lord) 
        

EPIPHANY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Sunday  Jan. 4          7:15 AM Orthros 
                                                8:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Greek) 

9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy (English) 

Monday          Jan. 5              7:00 AM Orthros  
                                               8:00 AM Great Hours of Epiphany 
                                      9:00 AM Great Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 
                                              10:15 AM Holy Water Blessing 
Tuesday  Jan. 6            8:00 AM Orthros  
    9:15 AM Divine Liturgy of St. Chrysostom (Epiphany) 
             10:30 AM Great Holy Water Blessing 
                                                7:00 PM Vespers 
Wednesday    Jan. 7              8:00 AM Orthros 
               9:00  AM Divine Liturgy (St. John the Baptist)   
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Guide dog transforms Bethlehem 
woman's life 

 
Bethlehem resident Elaine Mara, 27, and her guide dog Kyle. (Sara 
K. Satullo | lehighvalleylive.com Photo) 

By Sara K. Satullo | The Express-Times  

Email the author | Follow on Twitter  

on October 19, 2014 at 8:00 AM, 

updated October 20, 2014 at 2:17 PM 

As Elaine Mara's vision worsened, her world 

narrowed. 

The 27-year-old Bethlehem resident, who is 

legally blind, became afraid to walk alone at 

night with her cane. 

Feeling her independence slipping away, she 

contacted a friend from Kutztown University, 

who had a guide dog in college. That friend 

connected her with Guiding Eyes for the Blind, a 

New York-based nonprofit that provides 

trained, guide dogs to the blind and families 

with autistic children. 

Mara was matched with her black Labrador 

Retriever, Kyle, this spring and it's transformed 

her life. People are friendlier. She feels more 

confident walking and going about her daily 

life. 

"The cane created a barrier no one wanted to try 

to take down," said Mara, who is Moravian 

College's assistant director of academic and 

disability support. "Kyle just shatters it." 

Guiding Eyes has been awarded an $180,000 

Lehigh Valley Community Foundation 

challenge grant that requires the nonprofit to 

raise $90,000. The money generated through the 

challenge will be earmarked for state residents 

and used to defray the costs of training new 

guide dog teams. It costs about $50,000 to raise 

and train a dog. 

Bethlehem resident Elaine Mara, 27, and her 

guide dog Kyle.Sara K. Satullo | 

lehighvalleylive.com Photo  

"In Pennsylvania,  we have almost 40 graduates 

living in Pa. with guide dogs from our school," 

said Michelle Brier, director of marketing and 

communications for the nonprofit. 

Mara was born with a neurological disorder that 

has taken her vision and she also was born with 

http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/ssatullo/index.html
http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/ssatullo/posts.html
https://twitter.com/sarasatullo
http://topics.lehighvalleylive.com/tag/bethlehem/index.html
http://topics.lehighvalleylive.com/tag/moravian-college/index.html
http://topics.lehighvalleylive.com/tag/moravian-college/index.html
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under-developed optic nerves. The optic nerve 

transmits information from the eye to the brain. 

Mara's nerve is 2/3 the size it should be, so there 

are major gaps in what her brain is processing, 

she said. 

She has some vision and can read very large 

type, but she has no depth perception. Things 

like curbs and dips in the road present daily 

obstacles as she navigates to and from the bus 

she takes to work. 

Kyle now has memorized many of the potential 

hazards on their daily route, often anticipating 

them ahead of time. When he sees new ones, he 

makes a plan to get around them, Mara said. 

And he can spot a bus stop anywhere in the 

Lehigh Valley. 

"He's my first guide dog," Mara said. "He's my 

first pet dog. Kyle is one bundle of loving joy. 

He can make any day." 

The simple act of crossing the street is extremely 

dangerous for the vision-impaired, 

Brier said. 

"One of the most amazing things that a guide 

dog can do is stop and get a handler out of the 

street if a car is approaching," she said. "...A cane 

isn't a second set of eyes. It can only tell you so 

much. A guide dog is actively looking and 

scanning. Literally, that can be a lifesaving 

help." 

Kyle will physically block Mara from continuing 

to cross the street if it becomes unsafe, for 

instance, if a car is making a right on red. He 

will try to pull Mara back to the sidewalk if 

possible, Mara said. 

"(The first time he did it) it was just amazing," 

she recalled. "The cane never did that. The cane 

doesn't make decisions. I can cross the street 

with confidence now." 

Kyle has been training for his job since shortly 

after he was born. Guiding Eyes breeds their 

own dogs, who at 8 weeks are placed with 

volunteer puppy raisers who handle basic 

training. At 18 months, they start training with a 

professional instructor. 

At about age 2, the dogs are matched with their 

handlers and they undergo three weeks of 

intensive training together. 

"They're in two years of intensive training to be 

ready for the jobs that they do," Brier said. 

Mara admits her own training with Kyle was 

overwhelming. It seemed impossible she could 

absorb it all but it now is second-nature. 

"It's amazing because all of the skills are so 

ingrained its fluid now," she said. 

Kyle was briefly distraught to be separated from 

his instructor. It took one feeding to change that 

and now he is fiercely loyal to Mara. If he's 

working - he knows he is if his harness is on - he 

becomes distraught if he can't see Mara fully. 

"He's just a part of my family now," she said. 

Sara K. Satullo may be reached 

at ssatullo@express-times.com. Follow her on 

Twitter @sarasatullo. Find Bethlehem news on 

Facebook. 

 

mailto:ssatullo@express-times.com
http://twitter.com/sarasatullo
https://www.facebook.com/bethlehem.pennsylvania
https://www.facebook.com/bethlehem.pennsylvania
https://www.facebook.com/bethlehem.pennsylvania
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