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 Protocol Number 01/15                                                                                January 1, 2015 

                                                                                                                        Feast of Saint Basil and New Year 

Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them;  

for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.  

 (Matthew 19:14) 

 To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 

Members of the Parish Councils of the Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the 

Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America 
  
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
On this blessed Feast of Saint Basil and the beginning of the New Year, our honored tradition is to offer prayers 

and support for the sacred ministry of our beloved Saint Basil Academy.  For seventy years this institution of our 

Holy Archdiocese has offered the love of Christ, the comfort of His presence, and the healing power of faith to 

children, youth, and families in need.  Serving Orthodox children from throughout the United States, Saint Basil 

Academy continues to provide a caring and spiritual environment where they are able to grow, learn, and 

achieve. 
  
This vital mission of Saint Basil Academy, carried out by the directors, staff, trustees and benefactors, is in 

keeping with our Lord’s command to “let the children come to me.”  This is accomplished through this ministry by 

bringing the love of Christ to those in need.  Everything that is offered for the children and youth at Saint Basil’s 

is offered in the name and presence of Christ.  In daily care, in counseling and teaching, in recreation, and in 

worship, the students encounter Christ and His abundant and comforting love.   
  
Saint Basil Academy is also a place where the lives of the children and youth are guided in Christ.  On the 

beautiful campus, in a nurturing environment of prayer and grace, they are led in the path of truth and love.  

They are shown the blessings of the life in Christ, how to follow His will and to find strength and assurance in 

His promises.  They see the hope, joy, and power in a life of faith and a lifelong relationship with Him. 
  
This sacred work was also the focus of the patron saint of the Academy, Saint Basil.  For the sick, orphans, 

travelers, and many others in need, he offered an encounter with Christ by taking His love to them.  For others he 

guided them in truth and love through teaching and preaching, as a faithful and caring pastor, to their Savior and 

Redeemer.  This is also our calling today.  In our support for Saint Basil Academy, we are led by our Ladies 

Philoptochos Society and our local Philoptochos chapters in collecting an offering and in the celebration of the 

cutting of the Vasilopeta.  We are also led by Christ and by the example of Saint Basil to fulfill the command of 

our Lord and let the children come to me.  In your ministry in the parish and in your daily life in Christ, you are 

called to offer Him and guide others to an encounter with the Lord that will lead to abundant and eternal life. 
  
On this day may we offer our prayers and generous support for Saint Basil Academy.  May we strengthen this 

vital work to children and youth in fulfilling the request of our Lord and in honoring the legacy of all who have 

established and supported this ministry in the past seventy years.  May you also receive the abundant and rich 

blessings of our Lord at the beginning of this new year as we offer Him glory and honor unto the ages of ages! 
  
With paternal love in Christ,                                       †DEMETRIOS 

                                                                                      Archbishop of America 
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  JORDAN    TURNED    BACKWARDS 

By Mr. Pantelis Paschou 

      

On Holy Epiphany we celebrate the Baptism of 

Christ by the holy Forerunner in the Jordan River.  

When thirty years went by following Christ's birth, a 

period which Jesus spent keeping the "law" in all 

things, He wanted to show man that He is "God in 

body" and that He is the genuine Son of God and "of 

one essence with the Father."  He it was Whom the 

prophets preached in their fervent prophecies, with 

great anticipation. 

       At that time, Saint John the Forerunner had 

come from the depths of the desert and was 

baptizing with "a baptism of repentance" according 

to God's command. As Luke the Evangelist mentions:  

"from the high priests Annas and Caiaphas the word 

of God came upon John the son of Zacharias in the 

desert, and he came to all in the surrounding area of 

the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance unto 

the remission of sins" (Lk. 3:2-3).  And although 

Christ being sinless had no sins, in order to fulfill 

"the law" in this also He came to be baptized by John.  

John shied from it and, considering his unworthiness 

before God's glory, he cried out:  "I need to be 

baptized by You and You come to me? How can I 

stretch out my hand and touch the head of Him Who 

holds the entire universe?  Although You are Mary's 

babe, I have known You as the pre-eternal God.  You 

walk upon the earth, Who art hymned by the 

Seraphim.  And as a servant I have not been taught to 

baptize the Master!"  But Christ disarmed the 

Baptist's timidity saying these words: "Let it be. For it 

is proper for us to fulfill every righteousness."  Then 

John, without further opposition, hastened to Baptize 

Christ.  Immediately, in that instance John saw the 

heavens open, and the Holy Spirit descending in the 

form of a dove upon him.  And he heard a voice 

coming from heaven, saying,  "This is My beloved 

Son in Whom I am well pleased!" 

        Saint John of Damascus mentions seven 

reasons for which Christ was baptized:  1) "Christ is 

baptized not because He needs cleansing, but to take 

upon himself our cleansing",  2) to crush the heads of 

the serpents on the water,  3)  to drown sin as well as 

to bury all of the old Adam in the water,  4) to 

sanctify John the Forerunner, the Baptist,  5) to 

"fulfill" the law, 6)to reveal the mystery of the Holy 

Trinity to men,  7) to become a model and example in 

Baptism for us.  To these, Orthodoxy's new saint 

Nikodemus the Haghiorite adds an eighth reason: to 

sanctify the nature of the waters," so that the water 

which anyone takes from a well or river on Epiphany 

day may remain purified."  

      Christ received John's Baptism.  This means 

that He neither received the Judaic baptism which 

concerned the cleanliness of the body and clothes, 

nor our baptism, with the triple immersion for the 

remission of sins.  John's baptism had one immersion 

of the baptized person.  And it was called a baptism 

of "repentance" because John kept all who came to be 

baptized by him in the Jordan River until they 

confessed all their sins, and after this he took them 

out.  John didn't have authority to grant remission of 

sins; He taught and guided them in repentance, 

which had as its crowning the baptism: "repent, for 

the kingdom of the Heavens is at hand," and "bear 

fruits worthy of repentance."  However, as Matthew 

and Mark the Evangelists mention, "Christ at the 

time of Baptism rose directly from the water."  Why?  

This is the answer which Sacred Chrysostom gives:  

"The others who were baptized, because they were 

sinful, remained immersed in the water until they 

confessed all their sins, and then they came out of the 

water.  Thus a length of time went by.  The Lord, 

because He was sinless, didn't have to confess, so for 

this reason as soon as He entered the water He 

immediately came out."  Thus Christ made John's 

baptism a bridge, passing us from the Judaeo-bodily 

baptism to the Christian-spiritual baptism, which 

cleanses us from the original as well as every other 

sin and grants us a spotless undefiled spiritual 

purity.                                                                     From 

all of the hymnographic wealth of the festival of 

Lights, which in the most spiritual and poetical 
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manner notes the content of Baptism, we convey here 

the last troparion of the 8th Ode of the iambic canon, 

a poem of Saint John of Damascus: 

      Let every earthly nature wear white 

     From the fall now all earthly nature is lifted up to the 

heaven 

   For the Word Who maintains everything 

   Flowing streams having washed away iniquities 

   From the former things all earthly nature has fled, being   

all brilliantlywashed. 

      Already with the phrase "let all earthly nature 

be whitened," the hallowed melodist imparts the 

sacred awe and Godly emotion, introducing us to a 

celebratory atmosphere.  Let every human, every 

earthly nature, it says, wear white, because after its 

fall from the Heavens, today it again can rise up to its 

former height.  And not only because of this, but 

furthermore every human, every earthly nature 

should wear white and rejoice, because the divine 

Word washed out human nature in the running 

waters of the Jordan and cleansed it from all its 

former transgressions. He made human nature 

escape from every dark shadow of sin and made it all 

bright and brilliantly pure-  "From the former things 

it fled, being all brilliantly washed."                                          

      The title of this article is "Jordan turned 

backwards".  And there is a serious reason why this 

title is used, instead of any other one that would 

probably be more understandable to man's reason.  

This most poetic, prophetic phrase of the Psalms is 

enriched with a spiritual depth which is uncommon 

and unsuspected even by the most pious.  Let us 

proceed in this deep meaning, with sacred 

Chrysostom as our guide and who must someday 

have a chair in our Theological School, so that the 

Church and the theological science can make worthy 

use of his holy proficient preaching.  Chrysostom 

says that the Jordan River--which was well-known in 

the Holy Scripture for many other miracles besides 

Christ's baptism in it-- springs from two sources: the 

one is called Ior and the other Dan.  As these two 

rivers merge becoming one river which is called 

Jordan which empties into the Dead Sea.  The 

allegory here is deep and very theological, as 

Chrysostom reveals it.  The Jordan River is the form 

of the human race.  Its two sources symbolize Adam 

and Eve, the two forebears, from whom the entire 

human race sprung.  And toward where was this 

race going?  Toward deadness and death---just as the 

Jordan goes to the Dead Sea.  The Son of God, 

however, felt compassion for the human race's 

wickedness, and became a man, and suffered on the 

cross, and abolished death by His death.  In this way 

He granted life to men and turned them backwards. 

He made them no longer run toward death and 

deadness, but toward life and incorruption.  This is 

the reason the Apostle Paul says that "whoever of us 

is baptized in Jesus Christ, in His death we are 

baptized"(Rom. 63). 

       We will finish with a brief excerpt from 

Meletios Pigas, whose published sermons---

practically unknown until now, honor the "Source of 

the Orthodox Book" which provided the funds and 

support for them to be published.  "But that hereafter, 

says the great Patriarch of the Turkish domination, 

reanimates me, for which reason Baptism takes place.  

This is the Heavens opened.  O baptism, door of 

Paradise!  O baptism, the key of the kingdom of 

heaven!  O baptism, the ladder of the Heavens! O 

baptism, the pool of rebirth!  O baptism, the bath of 

rebirth!  O baptism, mystery of adoption!  O baptism, 

burial of burial, death of death, resurrection of 

resurrection, through which " I am co-baptized with 

Christ co-resurrected with Christ" ...  For our sake, 

these God-made gates of Heaven are opened.  And 

we were rolling all about on the ground.  For our 

sakes the pure one is cleansed, for our sakes He is 

washed in the Jordan, for our sakes so much and so 

great a light is poured out, and cleanses and washes 

us and takes away our wickedness "before the eyes of 

our God" and enlightens us."   

      So justified is the joy of Christians.  Let the 

whole universe rejoice today".  "Christ appeared in 

the Jordan to sanctify the waters" and to save man."   
 

 

Translated from the Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine, Jan. 2014, Vol. 255,  pp 4-5,  
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SAINT NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2014 
1. OPENING PRAYER & SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS 

2. Father Nicholas Palis opened the meeting with a prayer, and shared with the council the struggles of 

growth in the Orthodox Church in Asia  

3. REPORT OF PRIEST  

- Father Nicholas Palis reports that God willing there will be daily liturgies starting on Thursday 

November 13, 2014 and continuing until Saturday December 27, 2014. 

- Father Nicholas Palis thanks the council for purchasing him a new phone. 

- Father Nicholas Palis expresses concerns about a few of the church doors jamming. 

- Father Alexandros Petrides gave a recap of all the church organizations: 

i. TOTS held a Thanksgiving event that was enjoyed by all. 

ii. MOM (Martha or Mary) is a new group led by Presyvtera Stephanie Petrides and will hold their first 

gathering on Saturday November 15. 

iii. JOY Father Nicholas Palis currently advises this group and he leads them in monthly synaxis 

(gathering/bible study). 

iv./HOPE and GOYA are all using a new app called the remind app where all interested members or 

parents receive a text reminder of an event 2 days prior to the event. 

v. OCF had an event where a thanksgiving meal was prepared for them.   

Both Fathers will be attending a Clergy retreat at the Holy Protection Monastery from November 11 – 

November 13. 

There will be an upcoming Academy Book Fair. 

4. ROLL CALL & ACTIONS ON EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 

- Absent: William Argeros, Peter Dectis, , Dimitri Economou, Ted Evangelou, Dionysios Pappas 

Present:  Father Nicholas Palis, Father Alexandros Petrides, Manny Economedes, Joel Garcia,  George 

Mouhlas, Tom Gentis, , Kosta Hristofas, Stanley M. Vasiliadis, , George Lioudis, Manny Tatalias, 

Valante Fliakos, Charalambos Marangos  

4. MEETING MINUTES 

Tom Gentis presented the Minutes for the September Council Meeting. Kosta Hristofas made a motion 

to accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Manny Tatalias.  The motion passed unanimously. 

- Tom Gentis presented the Minutes for the October Council Meeting. Valante Fliakos made a motion to 

accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Stanley M. Vasiliadis.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT 

- Kostas Hristofas reports that the total income for the time period between October 1, 2014 and 

October 31, 2014 totaled:  $57,981.71. Additionally, Kosta Hristofas reported that the expenses for the 

same time period totaled:  $74,049.61.  Net Income totaled:  -$16,067.90. 

George Lioudis makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was 

seconded by Manny Economedes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

- Stewardship 

i. Manny Tatalias reports that he has received complaints about stewards not receiving an 

acknowledgement after stewardship has been paid. 

ii. Manny Economedes highlights a list of changes to be expected in the near future: 

A letter will be mailed to the community listing all the members who are currently in good standing. 
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Formation of a leadership committee where a group of 73 families who have shown an understanding 

of the meaning of stewardship will be invited to gather ideas and methods to educate the community 

on stewardship. 

The big board will be brought back into the church to educate parishoners on where church money is 

spent. 

iii. The community has physically mapped and broken into 42 neighborhood wards. In each of the wards 

a community host family has been selected and this family will be asked to hold an open house for 

other community members in their ward so that any questions or education they may have/need can 

be answered among their own community members with the help of the council stewardship 

committee and priests. 

- Education 

Academy 

 Manny Economedes reports that the Academy is ready to install one of the smartboards in one of the 

classrooms on a trial basis. 

Manny Economedes reports that the Acadamy has adopted sanitation procedures to disinfect the 

church and prevent the spread of Enterovirus.  George Lioudis will meet with Echo labs to develop a 

procedure to sanitize the church sanctuary. 

Manny Economedes reports that the playground is almost completed.  The only task that remains is 

placing a surface coating over the damaged concrete slab.   

Manny Economedes reports that a new Academy website is in the works and that the new site will 

incorporate a new concept.     

Building and Grounds 

i. Fire Alarm System 

Manny Economedes reports that plans from Star Security have been submitted to the City of 

Bethlehem for their approval.  Manny further states that the St. Nicholas Building Endowment Trust 

has issued payment to the church for this project. 

ii.Liberty Power  

Manny Economedes reports that a new agreement has been reached with Liberty Power which in turn 

will provide lower rates for the church. 

iii. Health Insurance: George Lioudis and Stanley M. Vasiliadis will look into providing a comparable but 

more budget friendly insurance plan for the employees of the church. 

iv.Copier 

Manny Economedes reports that there are numerous issues with our copy machine and that the current 

vendor has failed on multiple occasions to address the issues in a timely or satisfactory manner.   

Manny Economedes will schedule a meeting with 3 copy companies to meet with the members of our 

church who are most benefited with the use of the machine to have them evaluate and make 

recommendations to the needs of the church. 

Computer 

Manny Economedes reports that East Penn Buisness will be installing the new church Wi-Fi system 

throughout the church in the very near future. 

v. 
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- Cleaning 

i. The janitor is need of a new heavy duty snake to help assist in unclogging the restroom toilets.  $250 

was authorized to be spent on this new piece of equipment. 

ii. Manny Economedes reports that local restaurant owners have informed him that if the church needs 

additional assistance for dishwashing and cleaning that as long as they are given at least one weeks 

notice they will be able to provide help. 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

- Updated Parish By-Laws 

i.Manny Economedes reports that By Law changes will be presented at the November General Assembly 

for the Parish’s review.  The Parish will then have a chance to make any revisions and changes at the 

February General Assembly and will then vote on approving the changes. 

- Manny Economedes reports that the AED training will be postponed until at least January. 

- Valante Fliakos reports that the priests have been given new cell phones and a new cell phone 

plan to share with the expense paid for by the church.  The new plan is nearly the same cost of the old 

plan with the exception that now both Father Nicholas and Father Alexandros are now on the plan. 

- 2016 will mark the Centennial celebration of our church.  Preliminary plans are in place to invite 

the Archbishop for an event to be planned.  Dates were discussed and either the feast day or the day the 

church was consecrated were listed as potential dates. 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

- Manny Economedes reports that numerous complaints have been presented to him regarding the 

chaos that ensues at the communion lines on Sunday.  In particular mothers with younger, smaller 

children would like the opportunity to be able to get to the front of the lines to minimize the distraction 

that their children endure.  Council will try to modify their communion protocol to address these 

concerns. 

- Father Nicholas Palis reports that the Archdiocese has requested donations for the Saint Michaels 

Home for the Aged.  Council determined that a second tray will be passed for this fundraising effort. 

- Joel Garcia has volunteered to help assist head a new hall marketing campaign where he will 

help put together a brochure, provide exposure and develop a web site with other modifications to 

entice more people particularly church members to rent the church hall. 

- Manny Economedes discusses hosting a St. Nicholas Feastday luncheon on Saturday December 

6th.  Numerous council members volunteered to help assist. 

- Charalambos Marangos mentions numerous small but substantive issues he has been observing 

at the Pangari including fixing some torn carpet and proper cleaning materials for the icons.  Manny 

Economedes states that all his concerns will be looked into. 

- Manny Economedes presented to council a Thank You note from Eleni Lioudis recipient of the 

Pan Karaburnian Scholarship thanking the scholarship committee for awarding her and recognizing 

her accomplishments. 

- Motion to Adjourn by Valante Fliakos seconded by George Mouhlas.  Motion passed 

unanimously.  Father Alexandros Petrides gave the closing prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Rev. Nicholas Palis  Tom Gentis Emmanuel Economedes 

Dean Secretary Parish Council President 

† Father Nicholas Palis           Tom Gentis              Emmanuel Economedes                 
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PLEASE pray for and Support Orthodox Missions.... 
 
 You might not be able to serve in missions, but YOU MAY BE ABLE to help those who do, ALSO 
praying... ...“The Lord of the harvest to send out labors into His harvest” 
 
The Orthodox Church preaches the true gospel by which all peoples of the world might rightly receive  salvation.... 
missionary preaching a vital work of the Church... [Many seeking the fullness of the faith  are unaware of 
Orthodoxy; while many others have still not heard the gospel message.] WHAT THEN, AS FAITHFUL 
SERVENTS OF CHRIST, SHOULD WE DO? 
 
And, where do souls that live in lands ravaged with war and famine, and lacking many necessities of life, or living 
under the slavery of Satan and a false religion, find hope? 
 
Please take a moment or two to read the following, which is taken from OCMC's fall news letter and provides 
amazing insight into the importance of Orthodox missionary work, AND also helps to show the great need (and 
hunger) that exists! 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

30 YEARS: “New Horizons and New Challenges” 
by Fr Martin Ritsi. (OCMC) 

 
 The desert wash was an expansive sandy channel winding through the hot and remote 
Kenyan landscape. Over the years it had filled occasionally with water from faraway rains 
that bring life and hope to those who survive in this harsh climate. Though the sands had 
been dry for some time, the river wash awaited an unseasonal watering so that it could 
participate in transmitting the blessings of God. (Ed note: As Orthodox Christians we believe in the ever 

presence of God) During the night, the skies lit up from lightning flashes on the horizon. Then, in the 
early hours of the morning, the river began to flow, violently at first, but then subsiding to a steady 
stream that beckoned to the villagers to come and receive the gift of life. On that day, at the 
culmination of a year's catechism, over 100 people were immersed in these waters that 
miraculously appeared, to receive baptism into CHRIST! (Ed note: Please Lord, restore in me a simple and pure 
faith,  and to seek thy will.) 
 

 The baptism in Nakabosan and the evangelism and establishment of the Orthodox Church in Turkana, 
Kenya, are testimony of the growth of Orthodox missions and the work of OCMC. [Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center, St. Augustine, FL ]. Present at the baptism were 98 missionaries and two of OCMC's multi-jurisdictional 
staff. Two of Kenyan's 259 local clergy were instrumental in bringing the village to Christ. Not far from the 
baptism site was one of 37 Churches built by OCMC in the past 30 years of missions outreach. Wells and schools 
are also built. In 1985 when OCMC missionary work began, missionary work both at home and internationally 
was questioned. Efforts led by just a couple of people. Today, training and missionary teams are supported. Back 
then the thought of being involved in evangelizing unreached peoples from remote tribes, or participating in the 
resurrection of an Autocephalous Church such as Albania, seemed beyond the means of the Church (there were 
only a handful of missionaries). Today after three decades much has been accomplished. Orthodoxy worldwide has 
re-entered the scene with missions established on six (6) continents. With this foundation we can look forward to 
new horizons. 
(Ed note: “Pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labors into His harvest” Luke Ch 10). 
 

 But still, we must respond to new challenges. One such challenge is the understanding of missions as a 
central aspect of our faith. Even though the presiding leaders of our Mother Churches recently asserted the 
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“evangelization of those who do not believe in Christ, constitutes the supreme duty of the Church,” last year 
only 18% of Orthodox parishes in North America participated in international missionary work (through OCMC). 
While growth has occurred it shows only a fraction of our potential. Surely, there is a need, as individual 
Christians and as Orthodox parishes to expand our vision to include this “supreme duty” entrusted to us by the 
Lord. Over one billion people in the world HAVE NOT yet heard the gospel message. If as Orthodox Christians 
we remain focused on our local needs, these peoples will not hear the gospel (at least from us). On the other hand 
if so much has been achieved over the past 30 years with relatively little support, what is the potential? 
 
 One of the next steps of missions and a focus of OCMC - all organizations and movements go through 
stages of development - is to encourage local self support and sustenance by the new ministries and Churches now 
established. As new local parishes and ministries mature this is possible, if requiring continued support; but  in 
allowing for greater independence, missionary focus may be placed elsewhere as is needed (thinking of the one 
billion waiting to receive the “good news of Jesus Christ”.) 
 
 As an example of encouraging self support and sustenance, one striking reflection is provided by Fr. Dr. 
Nicholas Baygo from Uganda, who after co-organizing an OCMC self support retreat with all the clergy and parish 
representatives of Uganda is now deeply engaged in addressing this issue and reflecting upon how to go forward in 
his country. (Ed note: But, where would these people be today if Orthodox missionaries in the recent past had not reached out with the 

gospel? And, how do we continue to respond now, today, to this great need and task facing the Orthodox Church?) Orthodoxy is 
spreading in the world, and people who had not heard the Gospel before are coming to Christ. The Church is being 
established and Jesus' love is being shared. Within that movement a myriad of lives have been shaped, thousands 
of souls touched, and countless miraculous examples of God showing His presence and transforming those who 
draw near to Him. May we build on this success, and joyfully rise up to new opportunities on the horizon, and 
diligently engage the challenges of today, so that God's love may be proclaimed to, and by all nations (Mark 16: 
15,16; and Matthew 28:19) 
 
 

For additional information, or to read the full article written by Fr. Ritsi, you might obtain a 
copy of the OCMC's fall news letter by contacting OCMC at: 220 Mason Manatee Way, St. 
Augustine, FL, United States, 32086. Phone 904-829-5132; OR speak with any member of St 
Nicholas Missions Program Committee. The        above article is written from an OCMC 
perspective, but there are many other “Orthodox Missionary works and opportunities” promoted 
by our parish, including YOCAMA, Agape, Project Mexico, IOCC, The Food Pantry, the “Finding 
Seventy Program”, and more. (Ed note: It surely must occur to many of us, what or where we might be if 
someone had not spoken to us about Jesus Christ and His gospel. Many fortunate in that family raised us in the 
Church, and likely surrounded by Christian friends. But what if we were not?..... It is said that a Christian is driven 
to reach out to others; for such is the power of the “good news” and the influence of the Holy Spirit.) 
 

Please pray for and support Orthodox Missions. 
 

St Nicholas Missions Program (SNMP) 
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In  Starvation and Drought 
By Saint Basil the Great 

 We see, brethren, the sky hermetically closed, naked and cloudless, making that sunshine cause sadness with 

the clearness, which we very much desired previously, when once, after it was covered for a long time with the clouds, 

it made us dark and sunless.  And the earth after it dried up to the utmost is unpleasant for one to behold.  It is barren 

and fruitless for farming, it has been cut up into schisms and accepts deep down the ray enlightening it.  And the rich 

and unquenchable springs we’re lacking and the waters of the great rivers dried up, while very small children traverse 

them on foot and the women pass them loaded.  Many of us, are even missing drinkable water and are in danger for 

this reason of dying […].  I saw the fields and cried very much for their fruitlessness, and I scattered the dirge, because 

to us rain did not fall.  Some on the one hand of the seeds have dried up before they sprouted, because they remained 

in the balls, just as the plow covered them.  While others on the other hand as soon as they sprouted a bit and 

blossomed, the burning heat dried them up completely very pitiably, so that now it is opportune for one to reverse the 

gospel word and say the workers on the one hand are many, while the harvest is little. And the farmers, sitting in the 

fields and grabbing their knees with their hands (because this is their manner of mourning) are crying for their lost 

toils. The little children see and wail, the women gaze and mourn, they pat and touch the dry grasses of the shoots and 

cry out loudly, just as fathers who have lost their children in the blossom of their age.  So let it be told to us also from 

the same prophet, who we mentioned a little previously in the prelude “I also, he says, held back from you the rain three 

months before the harvest and rained in one city and in another city I did not rain.  The one field was watered and the other, at 

which I did not rain, was dried up. And two or three cities gathered together in one in order to drink water, without being able to 

quench their thirst and these because you did not return to me, says the Lord”. 

 So let us learn that God gives us these strikes, because we departed far from Him and neglected.  He is not 

striving to crush us, but He is striving to correct us, just as the good fathers do and they who are striving for the 

children, who get angry and against the young people and get enraged, not because they want to harm them, but in 

order to guide them from the infantile indifference and the sins of youth to diligence.   

 So look how the plethora of our own sins even brought the seasons out of their own nature and changed the 

types of seasons into strange mix ups.  The winter did not have the usual moisture together with the drought, but all 

the moisture made it freezing and dried it up and it passed without snows and rains.  The Spring again showed on the 

one hand the one part of its characteristics, I mean the warmth, it did not have however the rainy period.  While 

warmth on the one hand and freezing strangely surpassed the natural boundaries and unjustly agreed to harm us and 

send humans away from life.  So what is the cause of the disorderliness and confusion?  From where does this 

modernizing of the times come?  As erudite people let us investigate, as rational people let us ponder.  Maybe the 

governor of the universe doesn’t exist?  Maybe the excellent craftsmen God lost His providence?  Maybe did He lose 

the authority and strength?  Or does He possess on the one hand the same strength and He did not lose the authority, 

while He misbehaved in harshness and altered to hating man the excessive goodness and His governorship for us?  

The prudent man would not be able to say it.  But the causes are very manifest due to which we are not being 

governed.  While we are receiving, we’re not giving to others.  While we are praising the benefaction, we’re depriving 

it from those who need it.  While we were slaves and we are being freed, we do not take compassion on our fellow 

slaves.  While we are hungering and being fed, we’re scorning the needy person.  While we have God, the unneedy 

grantor and treasurer, we have become tight-fisted and not partaking in the needs of the poor.  Our sheep are fruitful 

and nevertheless the naked ones are more than the sheep.  The storage bins from the multitude of stored up goods are 

distressed and we’re not giving charity to him who is sighing.  So for this reason, that just judgment is threatening us.  

So for this reason also, God is not opening up His hand, because we excluded brotherly love. So for this reason the 

fields are dry, because the love froze. 

 

From the works of Basil the Great, Works 7, Patristic publications “Gregory Palamas” 

Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia January 2013, Volume 244, page 12 
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January 2015 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESD

AY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1  
9 AM Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. Basil) 

 

2 3 
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

4 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 

5 7:00 AM Orthros                                         
8:00 AM Great Hours                                     
9:00 AM Vesperal 
Liturgy of St. Basil                                              
10:15 AM Holy 
Water  

6 THEOPHANY 

8AM Orthros 
9:15  AM Liturgy 
10:30 AM Great Holy 
Water Blessing 
 
7:00 PM Vespers 
 

7 8AM Orthros/Liturgy 
(Synaxis of Forerunner) 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

8 
 
6:30 PM Philoptochos 
Dinner (Yianni’s 
Taverna) 
(House Blessings) 

9 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

10 
 
11 AM Baptism 
 
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

11 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 

 

12 
 
12 PM Senior Citizens 
4:45 PM Greek School 

 
(House Blessings) 
 
 

13 
 
7PM Parish Council 
 
(House Blessings) 

14 
5 PM Acad. Exec. 
5:30 PM Acad. Adv.  
6:30 PM Acad. PTO 
7:30PM Project 
Mexico Meeting 

15 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

16 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

17 8AM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(St. Anthony the Great) 
 
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

18 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 
 2:00 PM Baptism 
5:30 PM Joy Synaxis 

 

19 
 
4:45 PM Greek School 

 
 
(House Blessings) 

20 
 
7 PM Stewardship 
Leadership 
 
(House Blessings) 

21 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

22 
 
 
7 PM Stewardship 
Meeting 
(House Blessings) 

23 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

24 
 
 
7 PM Great Vespers 

 

25 7:15 AM Orthros 
8:30 AM D. Liturgy 
9:45 AM Sun. School 
10:15 AM D. Liturgy 
 1:00 PM Baptism 

 

26 
 
4:45 PM Greek School 

 
 
(House Blessings) 

27 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

28 
 
 
 
 
(House Blessings) 

29 
 
5 PM Rehearsal 
 
7 PM AED Training 
(House Blessings) 

30 8AM 
Orthros/Liturgy 
(Three Hierarchs) 

 
 
(House Blessings) 

31 
 
11:30 AM Baptism 
5PM Greek School 3 
Hierarchs Program 
7PM Great Vespers 
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2015 House Blessings 
During the weeks following the Feast of Theophany, it is customary for the  

Parish Priest to visit the homes of his parishioners, bringing with him Holy Water  

from the Great Sanctification of the Waters.  We ask the Lord to grant peace, health,  

salvation and protection to the home and family residing in it. 

 

 
 

From January 5th until completion, our clergy will be making trips to various neighborhoods to 

bless homes.  You are invited to sign up in the church narthex, or online at 

www.stnicholas.org/houseblessings.  Father will call or email at least 2 days ahead of time, with the date 

and time that he anticipates he will be in the area.  If you are not available, we will set up another time. 

 

2015 Locations: 

+Fr. Nicholas Palis will be blessing all homes in Bethlehem and surrounding cities. 

+Fr. Alexandros Petrides will be blessing all homes in Allentown and surrounding cities. 

+Fr. Nicholas Kossis is available by request to bless whomever's home is requested.   

 

Be sure to visit www.stnicholas.org/houseblessings to learn more about how to prepare. 

 

While it has become customary in Orthodox culture to offering a monetary gift to the priest when the 

house is blessed, this is not a requirement.  It does not cost anything to have your house blessed - your 

clergy are available to you free of charge whenever you need them.   

 

With love in the Lord, 

 

+Fr. Nicholas Palis 

 

 

http://www.stnicholas.org/houseblessings
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LOVE OF POVERTY 
SAINT GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN 

Let us not become, my beloved friends and brethren, evil stewards of the goods which were given us. Let us 

not strive to treasure and store up things, while others are suffering from hunger. 

Let us imitate the highest and chief law of God, who sends rain to the just and the unjust and dawns the sun 

also for everyone. 

He made the land spacious for all the land animals, He created springs, rivers, forests, air for the birds and 

waters for the animals which live in the sea, and He gave to all the beings the necessary elements for their life, without 

limiting them in any authority, without any written law defining them, without borders preventing them. 

And these elements He gave them common and richly, without distinguishing and being cut off, honoring the 

similarity of nature with the equality of the gift and showing the wealth of His goodness.  

People however once they took out from land gold, silver and the precious stones, once they made soft clothes 

and superfluous and once they obtained other similar things, which comprise causes of wars and revolutions and 

tyrannical states, were overcome by irrational haughtiness. Thus, they don’t show compassion to their unfortunate 

fellow humans and don’t want even with their excess to give the necessary things to the others. 

What vulgarity! What harshness! 

They don’t think, if not anything else, that poverty and wealth, freedom and slavery and the other similar 

things appeared in the human race after the fall of the first created beings, like illnesses which appear together with the 

evil and which are its own inventions. Initially however, things did not happen thus, says the Scripture (Matt. 19:8), 

but He who created man in the beginning, left him free, with free will-restrained only from the law of the command-

and rich in the paradise of delight. This freedom and this wealth God wanted to grant-and granted-through the first 

man, and to the remaining human race. Freedom and wealth were only the keeping of the commandment. True 

poverty and slavery were its transgression. 

So after the transgression envies and arguments and the sly tyranny of the devil appeared, which sways 

everything with the gluttony of pleasure and stirs up the more daring people against the weaker ones. After the 

transgression, the human race was separated into various races with various names and avarice cut up the nobility of 

nature, after it also took the law as its helper.  

You however look at the original unity and equality, not the final division. Not the law which prevailed, but 

the law of the Creator. Help, as much as you can, nature, honor the former freedom, show respect to yourself, cover 

the dishonor of your race, assist in illness, help in one’s need. 

 Let the healthy person console the sick person, the rich person, the poor person, the upright person the fallen 

person, the joyous person the sad one, the happy one the unfortunate one.  

Give something to God as a pleasant gift, for that you are one of those who can benefactor and not one of those 

who has need to be benefactored, for that you are not awaiting help from the hands of others, but of your own hands 

others are awaiting help. 

Become rich not only in estate, but also in piety, not only in gold, but also in virtue, or rather only in virtue.  

  Become more honorable than the neighbor by showing more kindness. Become a god for the unfortunate 

person by imitating God’s compassion. 

Give something, even slight, to him who has need. Because even the slightest thing is not unimportant for the 

person who is deprived of everything, but neither also for God, since it is analogous with your capabilities. Instead of a 

great offering, give your eagerness. And if you don’t have anything, shed tears. Kindness with one’s whole soul is a 

great medicine for him who is in misfortune. True compassion comforts very much in one’s misfortune.  

 

Excerpt from a pamphlet of the Sacred Paracletos Monastery 

Translated from Peiraike Ecclesia Magazine Jan. 2013, Vol. 244 
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PARISH NEWS  /  UPCOMING EVENTS 
SENIOR CITIZENS: ATTENTION: we will meet again in January  12, 2015.. Senior Citizens meetings are on 

the second  Monday of each Month 12:00  pm in  Cambanes Ηall.  Everyone one is welcome ages 50 and 

over.  

FROM THE ICONOGRAPHY COMMITTEE: It's not too late! Please contact Fr. Palis or Steve Kandianis if you 

are interested in sponsoring one of the following icons soon to be placed in the Narthex: St. Porphyrios 

of Kavsokalyvia, St. George Karslides, St. Nicholas Planas, St. Panagis Basias, St. Moses the Ethiopean..  

PANHELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION OFFERED TO THE NATION’S BEST AND BRIGHTEST GREEK-

AMERICAN STUDENTS to distinguished students and welcome them to our Honors Society. $250,000.00 

will be offered in scholarships.  If you are an exemplary Greek American student that is pursuing an 

undergraduate degree, these awards are available to you. The application deadline is January 31, 

2015.Please visit www. panhellenicscholarships.org for more information and to download a copy of 

the application. Tel: (312) 357-6432). 

 SCHOLARSHIP:  

 High school seniors, applications are now being accepted for Next Generation 

Initiative’s new Archimedes Award Scholarship.  See link below.  

 http://www.hellenext.org/career-resources/next-generation-scholarships/archimedes-award/ 

 

SOCIAL MATTERS AND SACRAMENTS 

WEDDINGS 

BIRTHS 

CONGRATULATIONS to Kristin & Nathan Keys on the birth of their son, Ryder, also to the grandparents 

Sandi & John Sterns, and Great Grandmother Frances Dectis 

BAPTISMS 

DEPARTURES 

OUR  SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Betty Jane Lakis, who reposed in the Lord on December 3, 

Her  funeral service was on Monday Dec 5th.  

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Many and Martha Economedes for the passing of their 

mother Mary Divras. May God rest her soul and grant comfort to her family.  

Miscellaneous 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS CONGRATULATIONS TO the following elected members of the parish council: 

Dimitri Economou, Nick Kapsalis, George Lioudis, Emmanuel Tatalias, and John Zannakis. We thank 

the outgoing Council Members Charalambos Marangos and Dennis Pappas for all their hard work.  

Note: Moms with infants and toddlers: If you would like to receive Holy Communion first, please 

meet the designated Parish Council member in the narthex during the homily to be escorted down the 

side isle for Holy Communion 

 

ORDER OF AHEPA LEHIGH CHAPTER # 60 ALLENTOWN, is having their Annual Vasilopita Celebration on 

January 17, 2015.  Dinner at 6:00 pm. Rain day January 18. Priests, Ahepa, members and quests are 

welcome!. For further information PLEASE contact Manny Tatalias 610-776-8778. 

http://www.hellenext.org/career-resources/next-generation-scholarships/archimedes-award/
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